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The cost of internet access in the United 
States is drastically more expensive than in 
other parts of the world. 286.94 million users 
access the internet in the United States. 18.1% 
of the United States has no home internet 
access. Only 53% of households which make 
less than $30K a year have broadband access. 
Currently in the US, 51% of students come 
from low-income families.

The United States ranks 114th out of 196 
countries globally for the cost of internet access. 
Due to the stranglehold placed on the industry 
with major service providers, the cost remains 
approximately $66.20 a month for broadband 
access. Many households are struggling to pay 
bills, and students pay the ultimate price. The 
strides forward in the classrooms have been 
promising, however more needs to be done to 
ensure affordable internet access in the home. 

As we enter 2018, technology in the 
classroom has been seen as integral to 
student success. According to the U.S. 
Department of Education, “Technology 
infuses classrooms with digital learning 
tools… [which] supports learning 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week [and] builds 21st 
century skills.” These 21st century skills are 
paramount to student success later in life. 
88% of school districts in the United 
States employ adequate access to utilize 

technology in the classroom. Through 
government funding and the assistance 
of many educational groups, 35 million 
schools in 70,000 schools are now able 
to offer 100/kpbs per student, which is 
on par with top schools globally. Internet 
service providers have also done their part, 
allowing approximately 3700 schools 
to upgrade their bandwidth. 40% of 
these schools were able to do so with no 
additional cost. 
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AT A GLANCE
286.94 million internet users in the US

35 million K-12 students in the US

12% of US schools do not have internet access

18% of US homes do not have internet access
$6620 average cost per month for internet access
#114 out of 196 - US rank for cost of access 
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